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1. About ter perdent of the inhkbitnnts .of Kaungs were  Jews , althaugh even more Jews
" were to be found In V}miws. The' Jewe in Vilnius included those who were formerly
in the Vilnius ghéttﬂ_, those who had been ing in Vilnius during the war, and,
the: 1argest - “those wh\b moved to Vilnius® from other parts of the USSR after
25X1  the war. & grest mumber §f the Jews who moved to Vilnius had

‘come from Pamkkent (N. 11-1.-20, B 69-18), Usbek BSR. Many of the Jews in Kaunas vere
menpgers of fopd stores on Vilnius Street and on Stalin:Yemlevard,.formerly Laipves
Avenve. Soviet wemen living in Keunas were alyeys well dressed. On Ragines
Street, opposite the Passka hiovie thester, thefre were two dresemakers who were

cglweys kept buky meking clotheé for Soviet geﬁen. Germens from Kaliningrad

“Who were livins in Kaunas weré not allcrwed o move to Vilnius; ‘

8. There was very 1itt15 new eopstrtwtiqn in Kmmaa after the war, A large building
" wes belng constructed in My 1851 opposite the Kaunes mirfield; | |
25X it would be the pite of = technieal gchbal (asmtu mokykls), On Red Army Bouleverd,
formerly known #s the rge Higlmz tween Kepiniu Streét and Kipro Petrausko
Street, & large building wis unhder eéna rustién in 1951; | ]it
25X1 ymg to be a Padtory. On Mickevieiaug street, 8 nevw b ock of apartments bad been
built :E'er at:tivists and Sta.kbaﬁdrrtes. 3

3. It wEs v:ery difficult to Gbtain & Yoom. eq.' hmﬁ.partment in Kaunna. A specinl
+ . order waS necepsgry. . Peraonp of Snviet na.timali’cy were given preferente in
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the issuance of these orders .snd, accordingly, were able to obtain spartments
more eaglly, Indlvidusls were allowed to cccupy eilght square met:zrs of space
&8 lodgings. . -

Changes in Street and Bullding Names

The following postwar changes were made in Keunas street names:

- 01d. name : : New name

Laisves Avenue Stalin Boulevard
Vytaute Boulevard Lenin Beulevard

Ukmerge Highwey and Savaenoriu Boulevard Red Army Boulevard
Luksio Street _ ‘ Pozelos Street
Prezidento Street Senamiescio Street
Juozepavicigus Boulevard Vineco Kapsuko_ Boulevard
Vasario 16 Street Liepos Street

Ulsde Pubvinakio Street Salome jos Neries Street

Hotel Versalis was renamed Hotel Gintares. The House of the New Lithusnisns
(Neelitiz_anu‘Rumai) on Parados Street became the House of the Piloneers (Pionieriu
Rumai).> The Prespidentfs House in Kaunas was teken over by the 'MVD Investiga«
tlon Offike. ' oo

Industry

i

‘There wert two industrial coplbilnes in Kaunas. The first wes named for Lenin
- and included the tile factory in the VilijJampole Section of Kaunas and the

Taotory for-the repair of furniture, The second cembine wes named for Stalin

* and included the Parems food processing plant and the Univermag. The Univermsg

" war loGated oppoBite Tulpe Cafe, formerly Konrsdss. Cafe,.on 8talin Boulevard,
" between the Romuva movie thegler and Daukanto Street, | [two

candy factories in Lithusnis, the Ramume factory in Sancial, a suburb of Kaunas,

" mnd the Ruta factory in Slaulisl (N 55-55, E 23-18).

Salarics snd Deductions

A worker who pressed tlles in the Vilijampole tile factory received 25 kopeks

- per tille. At this rate, an experienced worker could earn more than 1,000 rubles

& month, Workers who carried tiles also worked on & piecework basis, earning
18 rubles for ecarrying 600 tiles in one day; an experienced worker .could carry

1,000 tiles = day., By working very herd, a tile carrier could net 40O tp 500

T

fubles per month after deductiong. The following deductions were made from
the salaries of factory workers: one percent: for trade-union dues, one per-
cent for bachelor's tax, and twenty rubles for the ggvernment loan (zay4m).

A trenslstor on the Russisn-lsngumge newspaper, Nemumo Upeivis (Nemmas River=
mpn), published twice s month in Kaunss by the MInIstry of the River Fleet, re-
ceived 1,000 rubles per translation. A worker in the custems artel (sic, muitu
‘artel',e%es éarned 600 rubles a month. Wages were lower in the country than

the eity. An assistant temcher in the country earned only 200 rubles per month.

Market Conditipns '
The follewing prices prevailed in Kaunas as of May 1951: )

Ttem ‘ Unit Price (in rubles)

11.30
10

Sugar, lump kg
Sugar, granulated kg
Coffee, good gquality kg
Coffee, third quality . kg 36
Coffee, mixed with barley and cats kg
Potatoes, in summer kg
Potatoes, in winter kg
Buttery in government shop kg
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Butter, on market in winter kg ko
Butter, on market in summer kg 28430
FEggs each 0.75-1.10
Bread, dark ’ kg 1.80
Bread, white kg 2.50-2.80
Barley ‘ kg 3.50-3.80
Macaroni kg 8-10
Cheese, “Noja' piece (smotelis) 1.50
Milk, in government shop in summer liter 2.50
Milk, in government shop in winter liter 3.50
Milk, on market in summer liter ‘ 2
Milk, on market in winter liter 34
Flour, in government shop, cheapest kg 3
Flour, sifted ; kg 9
Saysage, cheapest quality kg 19
Ssusage, good quality kg up to 43
Ham, smoked ' kg T
Pork, ground kg 22
Beef, ground : kg 12
Beef suet kg 28
Pig, young one 150
Cow one up to 2,000
Chicken, not fattened one 28-30
Candyy with jam, cheapest kg 12
Candy, chocolate kg 30-40
Cookies, chocolate kg ko
Cookles, plain kg 11-21

9. Sugar could be purchased in five-kilogram quantities. There was & searcity of
gugar in Kaunas before holideys. Butter weg in short supply, and customers
lined up in the morning before shops where butter was sold., The butter sold in
government shops was of better quality than that sold on the market. The latter
was not ‘always pure butter. The bread supply in Ksunas was adequate. The only

25X1 bread shortage | v ] oecurred in spring 1951,when flodd waters inundsted
psrts of Kaunas, especially Kestucio: Street and Prieplsukos Street. The Parema
bekery on Prieplaukos Street wes inundeted, causing a bread shortage. Later,
‘the Parbms bakery was moved into the center of Kaunas. Macaroni was difficult
‘to obtaln, Meat shortages occurted before Easter and Whitsunday. '
10, As of May 1951, prices in thesKaunas Univermag included the following:
Ttem Unit Price (in rubles)
Silk dress one 253
Stockings, 'ceprong pair : 36=h1
Stoekings; cotten pair 9-12
Nightgown, silk one 36-100
Cotton material meter 824
S11k material meter T3
Woolen materisl, for Women's clothing meter 3080
Copting materianl, for women meter 30-80
Woman's coat, cheapest quality one - -hoo
Leather coat (Fohlenpelz) one 2,000
Mants suit, cheapest quality one 106
* Trousers, waclen - pair 180
Work shoes, for men pair 115
* Bpert shoes, for wWomen pair 90-150
Sport shoes, for women, good quality pair 250300
Shoes, made to order - pair 400-600
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Eieé‘&ricitz

11. The supply of electricity in Keuhss was not steady. Sometimes whole days passed
Wwith no electrical current being available. Thie was especially true on Ragines
Street, where there was seldom &ny electriclty during the day or after 2200 hours.
Light bulbs on sale in Keunas were of Osram manufacture,

Transgortat ion

12, The rebullding of the Aleksotas bridge in Kaunes was completed in 1949 on the
©  annlversary of the October Revolution.~ Prior to this s & ferryboat crossed
the river from & point near Velveriu Street, The fare was 20 kopeks,

13. The bus ﬁre from Kaunas to Ukmerge (N 55-13,.F 24-L46), a distance of sixty
kilometers, was twenty-five rubles.

Entertainment ;"

1k, There was no ‘opers comphny in Keupas, However, in summer the Vilnius opera
company came to Kaunas. Its repertoire included Traviats and Madame Butter-
25X1  fy. [ 1= performance of ‘the ballet, Don Quixote, starring Sobolevskaite
25X1 ﬁ%u), Ruzgaite (fpu), and & third person whose TIirst name was Vytautas

.15. A program of natiougl folk dancing wAs presented on 2 January 1951 and on 8
March 1951, ‘International Women's Day, at the Vilijempole Tile Factory's club~
house, located st 15 Jonaves Street in Keunas, Netional costumes were presented
to the worker-dancerg by the trade union. The kavelis and other Lithuanisn and

< Estonian national dances were performed. ) : :

©16. The tile factary also had a cholr. The choir sang Soviet songs, including
+ Iris Dienas, Tris Naktis (Three Days, Three Nights) and Vejeli Pusk (Blow,"
Little Wind).  Other Soviet songs, which were sung only on Soviet olidays,
were Mes Placiajeme Pasaulyle (We Are Going Forwerd in the World)s Mes Mateme
- <Veliavs, Kaip Vede (We Followed the Flag Which Led Us) 3 and the construction
workers' gemg, Mars Talkininkal (March of the Collective Workers), .In 1950
the Lithuenien anthem, Lletuve Tevyne Musu (Lithuania, Our\Fatherland) was
replaced by another &ong, Mylek, Lietuvi, Ta Rrangis Zeme, Kurlo Nuo Amziu
- Tevai Gyveno (Lithwanians, Cherish Your Belove Country Where Your ers

ave Lived for Ages); Most Lithuanians sang only Leiskit i Tevyne (Let Me
1 Enter the Fatherland) and other familisr Lithuanisn songg, including Kads

- Noriu Verkin (When I Wish, I Weep)‘and.mrida.! Marida.

Communist Party

25X1 17+, | | of the forty-three workers in the tile;/ factory at Vilijampole,
only one worker was & member of the Commmist Party and three workere were
25X1 Komsomol members. [ Mn another faetory|  |the percentage of
25X1 ‘Party menmbers was sbqut the same s in the tile faetory., The rercentage of
- Komsomol members emong the workers in the Liepsns Metch Fhetory in Keunds wes
higher than in most places, : .

!

18. As of Mey 1951 no new members were being accepted into the Cammunist Party in
~ Kaunes. Party members in Kaunss were few in mumber ‘and were very dissatisfied.
They complained sbout their low weges, saying that if they bhought elothing they
had no meney left to buy food. .Efforts were being maede to recruit more Komsomol
25X1 = umembers. |:|a student [ Jwas foreed to join the Komeomol before he

25X1, -« Was-allowed to study medicine at the university in Kaunas,

Miscells aneous

19. A camp for German prisoners—of-war was located at Petrasiunai, s suburb of -
) Kaunas. The cemp was clesely guarded.

20. A Lithugnian who returned to the Igthuanian SSR | |

25X 1 [ Jhad to pay 2,000 rubles in customs duties to take his furniture inte the
USSR . : : '
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RELIGION IN THE LITHUANIAN SSR

21. Persons who practicedrellgion were not officlally suppressed in ‘the Lithuanian
SSR, and the religious zeal of the Lithuanians was stronger than ever, How-
ever, many churches had been closed. In Kaunae,Soviet aviators were billeted
in the archbishop's home, the entrance to which was always guarded. ‘The Jesuilt
chutch in Kaunas had been closed and was being used as & granary. A cofmon
lodging place (bendrabutis) and a special technicsl school (speciali amatu
mk;rkla) hed been set up in the Jepult monastery in Keunas, The Saritku
‘¢hurch of the Mariasn Fathers in Keunss had been closed. Construction work

25X1 on the Church of the Resurrection in Kaunas was never completed. The church-
yard: was full of wrecked asutamobiles and scrap metal. | ]
“the church in Ukmerge (N 55-14, E 24-47) had been closed. . '

25X1 i . :
22, The garrison church (1lgulos baznycia) in Kaunas was still open, as was the
zaliskalnis church on Aukstaiclu Street. | | two
25X1 priefts were sttached to the latter chureh. [ | persons praying outside

the Zaliakslnis church; it was too small to a¢campdate all who wanted to
gttend. The Ausros Vartai shrine in Vilniue had not been removed and many *

25X believers kpelt ipn the street before it. 7
23, » [the ‘churches in Lithuanis had to pay very high texes. As &

o result, persons who attendpd church contributed a great deal of money during

25X1 “the services. [ Ipeople putting from one to ten rubles into the ’

‘collection tray qh an Esster Sunday. Supplies for the church had to be purchased
with the priest's own money. :

24k, Priests were imprisoned if their sermons were ambiguous. | ]
25X many priests were in hiding in Lithuanie end that many of them had been de-
ported. They were never told the remson why they were being deported. The
printing of prayer books wes prohibited, and 1t was Imposslble to purchase
them in Kaunss. -Scometimes it was possible to purchase religioup medals and
rossries from old women at the entranpe to the Kaunas Bagilica. After 1950
it wes impossible to purchase a‘uc{h items in lécal shops. .

25, Lithusnians were forced to work on church holidays, though most of them left
work during the day to visit church. One Christmas Komsomol members visited
, the Pactories to see if anyone wae missing frém work. After the check had
25X 1 been made, most of the workers went home. [ | the kolkhozniki
did not work on the kolkhozy on church holldays.

* 26, Propaganda sgainst the Vaticdn was carried on in the movies, theater, press,
and on the radig. Tt wes stated that the Vatlcan was using religion as a
means of exploiting Catholicg. TIn articles and eartopns, the Vatican was
repremented as being a center of sples. :

27. | ] | in 1950 there were still some farmers in the Sirvintai Rayon
who had not yet Joined kolkhozy. It was rumored in the market that private
farmers had to pay a tax of 50,000 rubles for sixty hectares of land. More-
.over, guch farmers faced almost certain deportation,

.28, Nemunms Kolkhoz wes located in the village of Seredzius (N 55-05, E 22+25) and
‘ gcnﬁist"gi of what were formerly two separate kolkhozy, Nemunas Kolkhoz and -
25X1 Augrs Kelkhoz. The administrator of the combined kolkhoz was & Lithuanian
woman who formerly lived in another part of the USSR. | I
25X1 the mdministrator was efraid to live st the kolkhoz center and went to a
smAll neighboring town each night, the administrator say,
"I pould force the people to work, but they would kill me later.”

v [

SECRET -

Approved For Release 2003/12/18 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001400070002-7



Approved For Release 2003/12/18 : Cé@sggTP80-00810A0014000ﬁm|

b

29, Tt was very difficult to force the kolkhozniki to work, When the kolkheznfki
failed to appggr for work, the brigediers did not know what to do, since they
were well sware that zealous brigadiers were carried off by the partisans.
Because the kolkhozniki refused to work, the 1950 beet and potato harvest on
Nemmeas Kolkhoz was not collected until November. As a result, sixteen wotkers
fram various Peetories,  including workers from the tile factory in Villjsmpole,
were brought to Nemunas Kolkhoz to harvest these products. The wet beets were
stored in such a way thet it wes evident that they would rot in a short time.
The brigadier indicated thet he d1d npt care if they rotted, 80 long as the
harvesting was compléted quickly. The brigadier gave orders to the workers
in the morning and then diseppeared for the rest of the day. The workers
were given their meals on the kelkhoz, and most of the time they were working
with their feet in deep mud and water. They were even forced to work on A1l
Saints* Day., This made the laecal inhabitents angry, and they told the workers
that they should be ashsmed to work on & holiday. On some occasions, soldiers
were called in durlng the harvest; on other occaslons, istrebitell were used
to force the kolkhoznikl to work. - :

25X 1 _BARTISAN ACTIVITIES TN THE ITHUANIAN SSR

30. [—————Jseven partisans in Ukmerge Rayon in fall 1949. The partisans had
come to & farm in search of food. Five partisans entered the farmhouse, while
two others, equipped with telescopes, remained outside. Two .of the partisans
in the house were Germsns. The Lithuanian pertisans in the group were wearing
Tithuanidn Army uniforms with the yellow infantry piping and the Lithuanian

insignia (vytis).

31. In 1950 there wes much talk of partisen sctivitdes in the reayons of Ziezmariai
and Kaislsdorys. There was,also ward in 1950 of & partisan bunker which had
25X 1 been blown up in an’action near Sisuliai. In May 1950 | _ la
¢ brigadier, his wife, and his brother were killed on a kolkhoz in Grozeclal,
four kilometers fromUkmerge, The murders Teportedly were committed by partisans.
On snother occasion, in Grozeciai, partisans werned the administrator of a ‘
‘ k.o]khozF when the warninF wags not heeded, the partisens burned down & kolkhoz
25X1 ghed. in winter 1950 partisens in the Ukmerge Rayon attacked
" & library and burned Communist books and pictures of Lenin and Stelin.

32. Partisans sometimes visited familles in Kaunes. One partisan traveled severn-
- 4een kilometers to Kéumas to listen to radile broadcasts. Ancther partisan
came to Kmurias to have & friend there purchase & medicine cabinet which was

25X1 needed in the bunker. [ ] a ¥illage women[ |regularly baked
T bread Per the partisans. In winter 1950, in Ukmerge Rayon, the edministrater
25X1 of & kolkhoz snd his daughter were arrested for supporting the partisans.

The deughter had given the pertisans some butter from the dairy. .The
: Comminists called her 'a "sweetheart of bandits," Lacal inhebitents Informed
25X1 the partisans sbout the sctivities and living guarters of Communist offielals
and soldiers.’ [ ] the Soviéts had paid agents who reported
.gn the movements of the loeal Inhabitents.

33, DPersons who had been deported to Siberis were allowed to correspond with friends
' gnd relstives in the Lithusnien SSR, and packages tould be sent to deportees
o5xq ~ in Siveris. I | information on 1ife in Siberia in &
, letter received from a deportee: : R : .

A new post office was eftablished in Taliyena (not located) shortly sfter =

Jemuary 1951, Inhebitants of Shirokoped (not located) usumlly received their
. mail st the post offive in Ivanove, twelve kildmeters from Shirckopad. However,

after the new post office wes set up, packages for Shirokopad inhkbiténts were

. sdmetimes pent to Teliyanpa, thirty kilometers eway. On other ‘occasions,,

puckages cage directly to the Tvanovo post office and were delivered to

Shirokopad.
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The bread supply in Siberia consisted of heavy, coarse bread. Siberian inhabi-
tants appreciated receiving paekages which contained flour s sltice this enabled
them to bake lighter bread which could be eaten by persons who were old and

sick. Deportees were allowed to observe Chriptmes in Siberie by having Christmas
trees in their homes. There was & shortage of textbooks in the schools of Siberia.

There were three Lithuanian women teaching school in Taliyana snd one Lithusnian

. woten teaching in Shirockoped. Machinery was used in cutting timber in the

Siberian forests. Lithuanian deportees had good .1iving conditions in Taliyans.
Most of them were employed as woodcutters y of in the loading and unlcading of
timber. In winter. they were well paid for this work. They worked according

to norms and received double pay for fulfilling the norm 200 percent, The work
wag difficult, and & person had to be heglthy to be'able to do it,  Deported
mewbers of the intelligentsia-also did forestxy work in Siberis:- The women

got eapler work to do: burning branches in the woods s Btripping the bark from
trees, repairing roads, etec. Yoodeutters, loaders, and unlcaders received 1,000
to 2,500 rpkles per mpnth. Other workers did not receive this much. Teachers®
working conditions were not bad. Quarters s electriclty, and fuel were provided
for them. Their wages were computed on the basis of the number of hours they
taught. Living conditions were more difficult in Taliyshs than in Shirokopad.
It was difficult to buy food in Taliyana because the transportation facilities
were 80 poor. i : :

+

Comment: | |16 vassrio Street is now
Liepos treet and] |Perados Street is now Kipro Petrausko Street.

:% | __lthe vridge from Kaunas
proper to AleksotaE, which at Lirst was constructed of-wood, had been ’
eonverted to steel. It is probable that the press report | |

|referred to the rgopening of the Aleksotas bridge
and not to the Panemune bridge, though there Beems to be some diserepancy
a8 to the actual honth in 1949 when the réopening took place,

25X1 | |Comm,en‘c. Previous reports state that fhe—departees,went ta the
and Tomsk reglons. .There sre villages near Tomsk Wwith names similer

to these,
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